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that others were sure to follow. "He delivered such an address,"
wrote John Farrell, an Australian single taxer, "as had never
before been heard in Sydney and received such a hearing as had
seldom been accorded to a public speaker."10
A bewildering succession of meetings, receptions, luncheons,
dinners, and interviews followed the Georges' Town Hall ap-
pearance and continued until the day of their departure from
Australia three and a half months later. "Taken altogether," re-
ported Farrell, "we expected nothing like the success which has
attended his presence here, and we did not expect to find Mr.
George such a powerful and moving speaker. He has the rugged
earnestness and plain honesty that most impress an audience,
together with a splendid voice which he knows how to use."lx
The Sydney newspapers devoted much space to the visitor.
The Herald reporter noted that although the very words of
Henry George could be found in the newspapers, these words
"do not tell what the lecturer said. You must add the magnetic
quality of personality/' For George had "held his audience of
various political shades spellbound, and he spoke without manu-
script, notes, or other accessory" and achieved "an intellectual
feat." 12
The Australia Star, a protectionist paper, took a somewhat
different view: "Let a man have an attractive literary style, or
a magnetic tongue, and he can convince multitudes that any ab-
surdity he chooses to teach represents an absolute truth. But as
a rule the deluded creatures find out in a short time that they
have made a mistake. Most of Henry George's American dis-
ciples have forsaken him."13
Generally speaking, however, the press was pleased with
Henry George, whose immense reputation had preceded him
but whose simplicity and geniality seemed to belie the usual
conception of a world celebrity. One reporter wrote that "out of
thirteen different orations, in no case was there any repetition
of words or phrases, although in each case the central truth was
portrayed with the utmost clearness."14
The campaign was repeated in the smaller towns of New
South Wales before the Georges visited the other colonies.
Everywhere there were receptions by mayors and other hig;h
officials, brass bands, torchlight processions, beautifully illumi-
nated addresses. And for Annie George there were lovely
bouquets, tied with ribbons lettered "Welcome Australia's
Daughter." And for the couple there were sudbx exotic and